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M A N I T O B A ,  C A N A D A

Construction begins 
on model trout farm

 
“It is envisaged that the model farm project will lead to the establishment of 
aquaculture clusters in various regions of the country, stimulating a second wave of 
freshwater aquaculture development in Canada.”

– Grant Vandenberg
Inter-Provincial Partnership for Sustainable 

Freshwater Aquaculture Development 

Construction has begun on Canada’s first model fish farm in Warren, Manitoba, at the farm 
of Rudy and Leslie Reimer. 

The Canadian Model Aqua-Farm (CMAF) is a simple yet intensive recirculating 
aquaculture system that is intended to introduce a uniform approach to aquaculture 
development and to generate established norms and baseline standards pertaining to the 
biological, technological, financial and environmental sustainability of land-based, freshwater 
aquaculture. 

The operation has been specifically designed to fit into conventional agriculture buildings 
(e.g. hog barns) to capitalize on the availability of latent infrastructure. A fundamental 
component of success is the agreed-upon participation of provincial and federal regulatory 
officials in the environmental assessment of the model farm, thus developing regulatory 
confidence in the operation. By incorporating a production and financial benchmarking 
program, the CMAF will also establish economic standards that will enhance investor 
confidence. 

The Model Farm project is a major initiative of the Inter-Provincial Partnership for 
Sustainable Freshwater Aquaculture Development (IPSFAD), a national not-for-profit 
organization representing the interests of the freshwater aquaculture sector. According to 
Grant Vandenberg, President of IPSFAD, “it is envisaged that the model farm project will 
lead to the establishment of aquaculture clusters in various regions of the country, stimulating 
a second wave of freshwater aquaculture development in Canada.”

The concept has been developed by Canadian Aquaculture Systems Inc. of Cobourg ON 
and Water Management Technologies Inc. of Baton Rouge LA. Construction on the 980 
cubic meter concrete production tank commenced in December 2009 and the first fish will 
be introduced in March 2010.

L-R Daniel Stechey (Canadian Aquaculture Systems Inc), Greg Beckman (Water Management Technologies 
Inc.), Rudy Reimer and Jeff Eastman (MB Agriculture Food and Rural Initiatives) oversee construction of the 
first Canadian Model Aqua-Farm at the Reimer’s farm in Warren, Manitoba.

Oysters still biggest 
shellfish crop in BC
A survey of the British Columbia shellfish growers on Canada’s west coast has yielded 
some interesting facts and figures.

According to the study, carried out by the BC Shellfish Growers Association, and 
based on the response of 30 companies deemed “legitimate shellfish growers” the main 
crops in 2009 were oysters, which averaged 86% of the harvest of the respondent 
companies.

That was followed by clams and mussels respectively.
Other results included: 
- �Companies employing fewer than five people: 83%.
- Companies employing more than 25 people: 3%.
- Respondents involved in shellfish farming for more than 10 years: 72%.
- �Companies predicting production increasing: 54%; predicting it decreasing 11%; 

predicting it staying the same 36%.
In investment, labour was cited as the largest expense, 

with 44% of respondents investing over $100,000 in 
the past two years. This was followed by seed 
and infrastructure costs.

Marketing was the smallest expenditure for 
companies, with 38% of respondents saying that 
they had spent no money at all.
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CONSERVE ENHANCE GROW

R E C I R C U L A T I O N  A Q U A C U L T U R E  S Y S T E M S

“PRAqua delivered a reliable system that consistently exceeds design criteria.”

Bernie Bennett, Owner, Target Marine Products, Sechelt, BC  
- Producer of quality white sturgeon caviar and contract salmon smolts 

www.targetmarine.com

“Great technology 
delivered by a great company”
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Water Treatment Products  |   Fish Culture Products  |   Packaged Systems 

For over 20 years PRAqua has been providing engineered  
equipment and integrated systems for the aquaculture  
industry.  Please call or email for more information.


